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			US trashes human rights of Palestinians – IPAN Media Release 10 November 2023
 
1.  The US recently blocked a Security Council resolution calling for a ceasefire in Gaza
1.  
1. The Australian Government must call strongly for a ceasefire, withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza and massive humanitarian aid for Gazans
1.  
1. The Israeli ambassador should be expelled until such actions are taken.
On this UN Human Rights day, the Independent and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN) is alarmed by the refusal of the US to support the UN Secretary-General António Guterres resolution for a ceasefire in Gaza.  The US was the only country to veto the resolution
“Australia has previously abstained in a vote for a ceasefire and we have long suspected that the Albanese government’s position on Gaza is being decided in Washington,” said IPAN spokesperson, Kathryn Kelly. “The Prime Minister must demonstrate that this is not the case by calling for a ceasefire in Gaza and a withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza”.
READ ON 









			Kathryn Kelly on the trashing of Palestinian human rights speaking on 8CCC

Listen HERE 









			Support for the Palestinian people of Gaza- World-Wide Action 13th January 









			Dear IPAN Member/Affiliate,
 
Here are some actions in support of the Palestinian people of Gaza which you might like to partake in.
 
1.  The latest rallies this coming weekend (worldwide day of action 13th Jan) can be found on the Australia Palestine Advocacy Network website apan.org.au.
 
2.  Sign onto the Letter for Support of South Africa's case in the International Court of Justice on Israeli Genocide on Gaza. This link takes you to the letter sign on https://bit.ly/Genocide_Convention_Letter.
 
Your support is appreciated.
 
Peter Harpas
IPAN Secretary 









			

Australia-wide Activities 









			Fearless, Independent Journalist, John Pilger, a great loss 









			One of his last exhortations:
"I’m confident that if we remain silent while the US war state, now rampant, continues on its bloody path, we bequeath to our children and grandchildren a world with an apocalyptic climate, broken dreams of a better life for all and, as the unlamented General Petraeus put it, a state of “perpetual war”. Do we accept that or do we fight back?"
John Pilger, Presente!
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			The wonderful Australian publisher & film maker, John Pilger spoke in Sydney for the unveiling of the sculpture, "Anything to Say" by Italian artist Davide Dormino, 10 March 2023. The sculpture represents Australian journalist/publisher, Julian Assange & whistleblowers, Chelsea Manning & Edward Snowden. We will miss you, John Pilger. God speed to your next adventure. Thank you for your courage, integrity & tenacity.

LISTEN HERE to his speech
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			Last October, we launched a historic case on behalf of two brave women to defend the democratic right of people to speak out on climate change. 
Today, we won on parts of the Constitutional grounds of our case.  
The NSW Supreme Court found parts of NSW’s harsh anti-protest laws are unconstitutional because they infringe on the implied right to political communication and are invalid.   
Justice Walton said parts of the law impose “an unjustified burden on the implied freedom to communicate on government and political matters, which is an indispensable incident of the constitutionally prescribed system of government.” 
This is a victory for climate and human rights defenders, and it was made possible thanks to the generous support of people like you who believe in using the law to fight for environmental justice. 

Read complete details HERE
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			STOP AUKUS WA defence protest, Friday, 8th December, 2023 outside the Perth Convention Centre including folk from Unionists for Palestine, Students for Palestine and Nuclear Free WA , our great speakers and Alex @ Indymedia, RTR FM 92.1 for the coverage on today's show. You can listen to this segment on Soundcloud Here or via the Website. We encourage folk to support Indymedia each Monday @11am, who without doubt provide the best radio media support of progressive politics and activist events here in WA. 
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			by Tina Hunter (member of the IPAN-SA committee)
 
Mr Pyne had a smallish audience at the university's business school. It was a polite reception with drinks and food provided. 
 
Of course he promoted all the  activities that "defence" departments together with private business can accomplish. I attended the event because my interest is in human kind and our natures. I wasn't interested per sé in the opportunities for money making for the ambitious but I could hear the framing of Pynes promotions as positive and benign, far from the reality of weapons being for war. You could be persuaded to be part of this interest and stay closed to the impact on attitude between world neighbours let alone the impact on local culture and values. 
 
Previous to his talk I had sat down by chance next to a defence representative of the federal government and again this man was highly personable and friendly. Somehow they don't make any connection between weapons manufacture with offensive positions and danger. They're only interested in business. 
 
I was tempted to walk out during his talk:it would have been very obvious but I stayed and made my departure at the first boring question. 
  









			PALESTINE - GAZA PROTESTS 
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			Canberra New Year's Eve Rally

'A rally called at short notice at the US Embassy in Canberra and New Years Eve, which then marched to the Israeli Embassy. 
  









			World Socialist Web Site, 25th November, 2023 
Australian journalists take a stand against official media’s backing of Israeli war crimes

by Oscar Grenfell
  
In a significant rebellion against the pro-Israeli bias of all of Australia’s major news outlets, almost 300 journalists have signed a public letter demanding a shift in the coverage, including the right to label the war crimes and genocide against the people of Gaza as what they are.
Reporters from Nine Entertainment’s Sydney Morning Herald and Age newspapers have signed, as have journalists at the state-funded Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC), the Guardian and the Saturday Paper.
While the official coverage of Israel’s bombardment has been appalling across the board, the ABC has played a particularly pivotal role in legitimising Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) talking points, cynically deploying a reputation for more independent and objective reportage to legitimise the unfolding genocide.
READ ON 
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			View Video HERE 
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			"Let the walls cry out" : Public artwork in Sydney 
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			JUST PEACE & PALESTINE
 
Just Peace for Palestine (JP4P) is a sub-group of Just Peace Queensland. The primary aim of JP4P is to support Palestinians, and particularly those in the territories occupied by the government of Israel. JP4P has attended and supported all of the rallies in Queensland that have attracted large numbers of supporters of the Palestine genocide currently underway in GAZA. 
 
Here is the list for December alone:
1. 23 December Rally at Post Office Square, followed by march to CBD. Photo below. 
2. 17 December Rally Queens Gardens. 
3.  16 December UN International Palestine Day. Various speaker, including His Excellency Izzat Salah Abdulhadi, the Head of the General Delegation of Palestine to Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific. 
4.  10 December Rally. Emma Miller Place.

COMING UP

13th January. Kite making for Palestine. Gold Coast.  
14th January. Palestine - Analysis of the Genocide. Forum. 11 am. Watland Street, Springwood, 4127. Four outstanding speakers. Tickets (almost full): bit.ly/palestineqmi. 
27th January. Annual Meeting of Peace Groups at Brisbane Quaker Meeting House. 2pm. 10 Hampson Street. 
28th February. Peace Fair at UQ. Organised by Winnifred Louis. 
2nd March.  All day forum. Winnifred Louis and others speak about QLD war and peace attitudes from 2023 data. 
               12-1 catered lunch; 1-2:30pm peace poster session; 2:30-3 coffee break, 3-4 panel, 4-5 mingling and shmoozing…
 
  









			 AUKUS & Nuclear Subs 









			Asia Times, 3rd January, 2024

AUKUS racing to get nuclear subs up to speed

by Gabriel Honrada

AUKUS, a US, UK and Australia security partnership, is accelerating its nuclear submarine program to address gaps in infrastructure, human resources and technology-sharing protocols.

Defense News reported in late December that the US Navy plans to conduct its first nuclear submarine maintenance work in Australia this summer using the submarine tender Emory S Land to train 30 Australian sailors on how to repair its Virginia-class vessels.

The report says the training will help to establish a nuclear-powered attack submarine maintenance capability at the HMAS Stirling naval base in Western Australia.

READ ON 
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			ABC News, 18th December, 2023

Over 700 American AUKUS personnel to be based in Western Australia, with radioactive storage facility also planned

by Andrew Greene

Defence expects more than 700 American personnel could live in Western Australia to support up to four US nuclear submarines being stationed at HMAS Stirling, where a "low-level radioactive waste management" facility is also being planned.

The projections are contained in comprehensive briefing notes prepared by the newly created Australian Submarine Agency (ASA) which also detail how a one-off Australian government payment of $US3 billion ($4.45 billion) will be spent by the United States.

Under the optimal pathway announced by AUKUS leaders earlier this year, the Submarine Rotational Force – West (SRF-West) would first begin hosting Royal Navy Astute-class and US Navy Virginia-class submarines at HMAS Stirling from 2027.

READ ON 









			Michael West Media, 7th December, 2023

Join our Team! AUKUS foreign expenditure sinkhole blows out to $12B … already
by Rex Patrick 
 
The Albanese Government has just announced another $3B into the US submarine industrial base, in addition to the $4.7B already committed. It’s money that should have been spent in Australia instead. Rex Patrick reports on a widening foreign expenditure sinkhole.
Normally, you’d see a gaggle of politicians in front of cameras if there was a multi-billion dollar Defence contract announcement to be made, but not here.
On December 1, the US Defence Security Co-operation Agency posted an announcement on its website that, over the next three years, Australia is going to tip another $3B of Australian taxpayers’ dollars into US shipyards – Huntington Ingalls Industries and General Dynamics Electric Boat and the US Defense company, System Planning and Analysis Inc.









			ABC News, 18th December, 2023

Perth nuclear waste storage facility planned for AUKUS submarines at HMAS Stirling on Garden Island

By Rebecca Trigger and Isabel Moussalli

Low-level radioactive waste generated by nuclear-powered submarines stationed in Perth could be stored elsewhere, WA's Premier says, despite new documents revealing plans for a local waste facility.

Federal government AUKUS briefing notes obtained by the ABC reveal details of a nuclear waste storage facility being planned as part of general infrastructure works at the HMAS Stirling defence base on Garden Island, south of Perth.

The notes, made public through a Freedom of Information application, say the radioactive material will at least be temporarily stored in WA from 2027.

READ ON 
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			Michael West Media, 15th December, 2023
Nuclear waste. Fifty years of searching, still nowhere to dump it.
by Rex Patrick  

High level nuclear waste disposal
When a submarine is decommissions, about a “small hatch back” of spent fuel needs to be disposed of. A further “four wheel drive” of reactor components need to be taken care of. This needs to be stored in a special facility set up to take the waste and store it … forever. Used fuel requires isolation and containment from the environment for at least 100,000 years.

Defence Minister Marles, having not done his research, has appointed a $396K consultant to look for a place on Defence land to set up such a facility; the same person who, when he was the Deputy Secretary Defence Estates and Infrastructure did an analysis of over 200 Defence sites for low level waste management suitability, and declared none to be suitable.

As a highly paid consultant, and with Defence leadership having changed their views in order to support their grandiose $368B AUKUS submarine program, I guess he’ll find a spot now.
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			Sovereignty  









			With acknowledgement to Pearls & Irritations, 27th December, 2023
  
The prosecution of David McBride and the Australian Constitution

By Bronwyn Kelly
  
In the wake of the prosecution of David McBride something has emerged about our Constitution that should give every Australian cause for serious concern, this being that the oath taken by both our armed forces and our parliamentarians is one which obliges them solely to be loyal to a foreign monarch, not to the Australian people.
During pre-trial hearings the Crown prosecutor successfully argued that in taking the oath of enlistment a solider becomes obliged to serve only the Crown and not the public interest. And because the oath for the armed forces is identical in its essentials to the oath parliamentarians are obliged to take under the Australian Constitution, the court’s acceptance of the Crown prosecutor’s interpretation of the oath of enlistment has uncovered something about the basis of Australia’s Constitution that makes it untenable. Untenable, that is, if we want to continue in the assumption that we live in a democracy where executive governments are responsible first and foremost to those who elect them and are accountable to the parliament.
READ ON
  









			With acknowedgement to Pearls & Irritations,31st December, 2023

  
Abandoned sovereignty: Australia’s intelligence function colonised by US

by Mike Scrafton
  
That the Albanese government could further compromise Australia’s sovereignty, international integrity and national interests seemed inconceivable. Yet, intelligence, a vital government function inextricably connected with independence and protecting national interest, is being penetrated and colonised by the Americans.
At the Australia-United States Ministerial Consultations (AUSMIN) 2023 the establishment of “a Combined Intelligence Centre – Australia” (CIC-A) located within Australia’s Defence Intelligence Organisation (DIO) was announced. The CIC-A will apparently see DIO and the U.S. Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA) cooperate on monitoring issues “of shared strategic concern in the Indo-Pacific”........

The proposed CIC-A is more likely directed at being able to seamlessly command Australian forces and for influencing Australian policy development. And ensuring Australia remains a compliant ally and reliable home to US forces preparing for a war.
 
READ ON 
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			With acknowledgement to Pearls & Irritations, 7th January,2024
  
Malcolm Fraser would have agreed with Paul Keating on AUKUS

by Ian Mcphee
  
Like so many Australians, I am very worried by our commitment to AUKUS. I agree strongly with many other critics that we have been placed in peril by our government’s submarine agreement with the US and the UK.As John Menadue wrote on 1st April “The AUKUS alliance has forever changed Australia’s sovereignty. Foreign policy and diplomacy have been pushed aside by military policy. Our Department of Defence employs US admirals to ‘advise’ on submarines to attack China. It should be renamed The Department of Attack.” John is also correct that any fear we had of China has been accentuated by much of our media.

READ ON









			Australian Citizen, Dan Duggan a victim of US Foreign Policy and Australian Government  subservience

Read ABC news report HERE

Listen to Australian Citizens Party Report HERE 









			Coming Events 
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			Tickets can be purchased HERE. 
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			RAPID PUBLIC RESPONSE
In the event of an imminent major military conflict, military invasion or war actually breaking out, IPAN organisations in the following states, urge everyone to rally :
 
In Melbourne, outside the State Library in Swanston St, Melbourne, from 5pm that evening- bring banners and placards - family and friends
 
In Adelaide, on Parliament Steps at 4.30 pm that evening – bring banners and placards – family and friends.
 
In Newcastle, at the Clocktower, Hamilton, 4.30pm that evening- bring banners and placards and tell family and friends 
 
In Canberra, on the median strip at the corner of London Circuit and Northbourne Ave. 

In Brisbane, at King George Square, 5 pm
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Invites you to a special screening

J’Zlnatomycf of a Fall

Our first event for 2024

Atantalising
screenplay keeps the
audience guessing in
Justine Triet's gripping
French drama in which
superb lead actor
Sandra Hiller plays a
woman suspected of
her husband's murder.

The Guardian
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Triet's Cannes-winning tale of  writer dealing with her husband's death is, simply put, one of the
best movies about good marriages gone bad ever made. . . Sandra Haller is one of those once-in-a-
generation screen actors that can navigate both verbiage — in three languages, no less! — and

(g voltile emotionl terrain with the grace of a prima ballerina.  Rollng Stone:

Sunday 28 January 2024, 4.00 pm (approximately)

at Nova Cinema, 380 Lygon Street, Carlton

Cost $20 per person per ticket.

“This is our first activity for the year, to which all members and supporters their friends and
colleagues are invited. A must for anyone who enjoys quality cinema.

Please make this evening widely known and invite others to join you. The more
the merrier. Funds raised from the event will support our program in 2024.

Apart from the stairs to the theatre there are two lifts at the rear of the building, one from
the car park underneath. As a ticket holder you can receive a parking voucher at the Box
Office or Candy Bar, that entitles you to two hours of free parking.

Please order and purchase tickets beforehand. We're not permitted to sell tickets on
the day.

Tickets can be purchased here.
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NIGHT FALLS IN THE EVENING LANDS
THE ASSANGE EPIC

A conference for the times.
Saturday, March 9, 2024

Fighting for Julian's freedom embodies so much more than compassion
for a brave man's suffering

Itis a clarion call to assert and defend the inalienable rights of each human being;
to speak truthfully demanding justice and hold governments accountable for their actions;
to uphold the principles of civiised conduct in intemational relations;
and to strive for a just and peaceful world.

These are the aspirations and concerns which this conference will explore and advance.
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SATURDAY 9 MARCH 2024

Start 9:00am - End 5:00pm
Storey Hall - RMIT University
342 Swanston St, NAARM Melbourne VIC 3000

Lunch and refreshments in the morning and
afternoon breaks are included in the tickets.

assange en
Campaign
Australia ST

© N @

i

Online participation tickets are also available.

Limited Early bird tickets available:
www.nightfals.info

SHAPE

Website: www.nightfalls.info Enquiries: admin@nightfals.info
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