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			IPAN Activities 









			IPAN Calls for Termination of US-Australia Force Posture Agreement in petition to Parliament with 3,916 signatures

This e-petition was presented to parliament by Green's Member for Brisbane, Mr Stephen Bates on Tuesday 28th November.
It is recorded in Hansard and will be sent to the Minister for Defence, Richard Marles for comment.

The Force Posture Agreement provides the United States military with unimpeded access to our ports and airfields in support of their agreed military activities in Australia. It enables them to station up to six B52 bombers at RAAF Tindal, station 2,500 US marines in Darwin, construct massive fuel storage facilities for their fighter jets and bombers at East Arm Darwin, set up a logistics store for munitions and spare parts at Bandiana,Victoria under their control and port their nuclear submarines at HMAS Stirling WA. It enables the US military to use Australia to launch or support a war against China.

For IPAN Information sheet on the Force Posture Agreement read or download HERE
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	Huge US fuel storage facilities for their fighters and bombers under their control at East Arm Darwin  






			IPAN ACT next general Meeting, 6-7.30pm, Wed 13 December, at Friends Meeting House cnr Condamine and Bent Sts Turner.
We will have a short speaker then discussion on future actions/priorities.
All welcome, bring a friend. Light refreshments.
  









				IPAN's Change.org Petition

No Nuclear Subs; End U.S. Dominance; Health Care not Warfare

This petition opposing nuclear subs has generated enormous interest.
34,750 have signed it. Help make it 35,000.

If you haven't signed yet, you can HERE

Also you may care to point others to it by copying the URL and sending it around.
This is the URL:

 https://www.change.org/p/the-australian-government-no-nuclear-submarines-end-u-s-dominance-healthcare-not-warfare
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	US Nuclear submarine USS North Carolina (SSN777) visits Perth 2023 






			
IPAN Podcast on Palestine and the war on Gaza, November, 2023

In this Podcast we discuss the war on the people of Gaza currently being waged by Israel with the support of the US and its western servants. We examine the reasons why Israel, under cover of fighting the Hamas so-called terrorists it previously funded, wants to take back control of Gaza and depopulate it.

Listen HERE 









			

Australia-wide Activities 









			PALESTINE - GAZA PROTESTS 









			Darwin 









		[image: ]

	Pro-Palestinian protest outside Member for Larrakeyah, Luke Gosling's office 






			
35,000 sign Green's petition calling on Government to stop selling arms to Israel 
Over recent weeks, the State of Israel’s attacks on Gaza have killed thousands of innocent people and destroyed hospitals, schools and places of worship. This amounts to illegal collective punishment and war crimes.
Fueling conflict through exporting military equipment only continues violence at a time when most of the world is desperately calling for a ceasefire.
We must keep the pressure on and to do that we must stay active in our communities. There are events happening all around the country calling for justice and peace.
Senators David Shoebridge and Steele-John

View HERE
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	Pine Gap road closed by protesters against the war on Gaza 






			Pro-Palestinian demonstrators have blocked access to a joint US-Australian defence facility in the Northern Territory, calling for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza.
The small group of protesters gathered on Hatt Road near Pine Gap, the military intelligence base outside Alice Springs, from dawn until just before 10am on Friday.

One of the activists, who asked to be referred to only as Nic, said the group was there in the hope of disrupting military intelligence during the conflict in the Middle East.
The group, which included members of the Alice Springs Jewish and Indigenous communities, wanted to show solidarity with the Palestinian people, Nic said.
"The Australian government needs to stand up and call on the Israeli government to stop bombing civilians in Gaza," she told AAP after the protest.
"We want the Australian government to make that call and stand up against war crimes and genocide."
 









			149,445 have signed the Petition to Parliament Calling for a Ceasefire and an End to Israeli Occupation

The Palestinian people have suffered occupation, ethnic cleansing, and apartheid for over 7 decades, and the state of Israel has consistently disregarded international law according to the UN - most evident recently in their indiscriminate carpet bombing of the Gaza Strip and use of the illegal white phosphorus powder. Yet, the US, UK and Australia (among others) have aided Israel through funding and defense packages, and have never publicly denounced their many transgressions. There must be an end to the atrocities against innocent civilians and a move towards a peaceful resolution.

We therefore ask the House to call for a ceasefire, and promote a constructive discourse into addressing the root cause of this conflict, and move towards a peaceful resolution. We urge the House to publicly condemn any actions that do not align with international law, and call for a solution that will minimise civilian casualties. We ask for an end to the occupation of the Palestinian’s land that was stolen from them over 70 years ago. 









			Just Peace Qld - Palestine Observations

Since the escalation of violence against Palestinians in October 7th 2023, Just Peace has been supporting the cause of Palestinians in GAZA and the occupied West Bank.
This has included the massive rallies held every Sunday in Brisbane, beginning on October 13th 2023.
But long before October 7th Just Peace (especially Ross Gwyther, Mike Henry, and Vikki Henry) had arranged to welcome Judy Atwood and Andrew Irvine to speak about their July/August trip to Palestine. We also invited Omar Ashour – who is from GAZA - to explain the situation in his home city.
The title of the event was: PALESTINE – SOME OBSERVATIONS 
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	Andrew Irvine, ETU speaking at Just Peace's Palestine Observations 






			He began by expressing the official view point of the ETU Executive: “The actions of HAMAS on Oct 7th 2023 were vicious, callous, and inhumane and is a clear breach of international law that deserves condemnation in the strongest possible terms.
“The retaliatory actions of ISRAEL every day since Oct 7th 2023 are vicious, callous and inhumane and are clear breaches of international law that deserves condemnation in the strongest possible terms”.  
Andrew visited segregated Jerusalem (al Quds), Ramallah, Nablus and Bethlehem, other small communities and industrial zones on the west Bank, Tel Aviv for discussion with unionists.
“The reality of illegal occupation is that many Palestinians live under fear under an increasingly violent oppressive regime”.  

READ ON
  









			 AUKUS & Nuclear Subs 
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	No Nuke Subs in WA held on Saturday 4 Nov at the Crown.






			ABC News, 10th November,2023

SA and federal governments reach land-swap deal for AUKUS submarines, new housing

The South Australian government is planning to turn the Keswick Barracks into housing, after signing a land-swap agreement with the federal government.
The South Australian and federal governments signed the deal to make way for the construction of AUKUS nuclear submarines.

The agreement hands federal defence department-owned land at Keswick, Smithfield and Cultana to the state government.
In exchange, the federal government will acquire 60 hectares of land at Osborne for a new submarine construction yard and a training academy.
Australian Defence Minister Richard Marles said the land swaps will happen in two stages within the next five months. 
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	US and UK nuclear submarines to port at HMAS Sturling increasingly from 2027; US nuclear subs already use HMAS Stirling in WA. 






			AUKUS Bill to declare Osborne and Stirling as nuclear zones, to over-ride State Laws and impose a military nuclear waste dump

Briefing by David Noonan, Independent Environment Campaigner 17 Nov 2023

Osborne is to be a 1 st designated zone for nuclear powered submarines under powers of an ALP Bill introduced to Federal Parliament on 16 Nov: the Australian Naval Nuclear Power Safety Bill 2023. Naval nuclear reactors are to be sanctioned at Port Adelaide under powers of a non-independent military nuclear regulator, the “Australian Naval Nuclear Power Safety Regulator”, which is to report directly to the Minister for Defence Richard Marles MP.

Nuclear subs have never used this Port.

The Bill Section 132 is to over-ride the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Act 1998 and the military regulator is to take precedence over the civilian Nuclear Safety Agency ARPANSA.

Minister Marles has stated in a speech to Parliament he is to hold powers to direct the military nuclear regulator during an Emergency, citing ‘national security’ and the role of the subs as warships.

Stirling Naval Base near Fremantle in WA is to be the 2 nd nuclear zone to be declared under the Bill. 









			
Extracts from News Releases of US Defense and Security Cooperation Agency

US Military sales to Australia to support US foreign policy including AUKUS training and devices

"Sale to Australia of AUKUS-related Training and Training Devices
WASHINGTON, December 1, 2023 - The State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sale to the Government of Australia of AUKUS-related Training and Training Devices and related equipment for an estimated cost of up to $2.0 billion. The Defense Security Cooperation Agency delivered the required certification notifying Congress of this possible sale today….
This proposed sale will advance the foreign policy and national security objectives of the United States and Australia. Australia is one of our closest, most trusted, and capable global allies, committed to ensuring peace, security, and stability in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond. The U.S.-Australia alliance is critical to U.S. national interests, and the United States has a long history of working with Australia to develop and maintain strong defense capabilities."

"Sale to Australia of High Mobility Rocket Systems (HIMARS)
WASHINGTON, August 18, 2023 - The State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sale to the Government of Australia of M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) and related equipment for an estimated cost of $975 million. The Defense Security Cooperation Agency delivered the required certification notifying Congress of this possible sale today….
This proposed sale will support the foreign policy and national security objectives of the United States. Australia is one of our most important allies in the Western Pacific."

"Sale of Tomahawk ship to land missiles for $895million to Australia
“WASHINGTON, March 16, 2023 - The State Department has made a determination approving a possible Foreign Military Sale to the Government of Australia of Tomahawk Block V and Block IV All Up Rounds (AUR) and related equipment for an estimated cost of $895 million. The Defense Security Cooperation Agency delivered the required certification notifying Congress of this possible sale today…….
This proposed sale will support the foreign policy and national security objectives of the United States. Australia is one of our most important allies in the Western Pacific.”

and there is more READ ON
  









			Sovereignty  









			Editor’s comment:
Sovereignty never gained and sovereignty lost

The following articles demonstrate the degree of sovereignty we have never had in Australia and also the sell out of what sovereignty we have to the United States.

The article on David MrBride’s defence reminds us that supreme power is exercised in Australia by the Governor General and State Governors on behalf of a foreign monarch, the King/Queen of the UK. A State governor over-rode the decision of the people and dismissed the democratically elected government of Jack Lang in NSW in 1932.
The Governor General over rode the decision of the Australian people and dismissed the democratically elected government of Gough Whitlam in 1975.
Cabinet Ministers of both State and Federal parliament swear their allegiance to the British Monach not to the Australian people. Soldiers serving in the Australian Defence Force swear allegiance to the British Monach  and pledge to defend the Monach not the Australian government or the Australian people.

The Australian Republican Movement is seeking to address this issue of sovereignty with their campaign for an Australian Head of State with associated consequences of giving the Australian people sovereign control and responsibility for the Australian nation.

The article below titled "Albanese has agreed to Australia being designated a US Domestic Military Source in law" and Andrew Greene's article "Warning Aukus legislation cedes Australian sovereignty over military technology" as well as the US-Australia Force Posture Agreement earlier in this edition, all point to ceding of sovereignty to the United States.
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			Pearls and Irritations, November 30, 2023

Unmasked: The Crown is the enemy of the People
By Bronwyn Kelly

 
In the Commonwealth’s prosecution of whistleblower David McBride for his disclosures of possible crimes by Australian soldiers in Afghanistan, the Crown has (to date) been successful in arguing something that will surprise most Australians – that being that an Australian soldier does not serve Australia, or the Australian people or the public interest. Instead, a soldier’s oath obliges him or her to swear to do nothing more or less than to “well and truly serve [only] Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Her Heirs and Successors according to law,” and to “resist Her enemies.”

READ ON 









			Sydney Criminal Lawyers, 02/06/3023

Albanese Has Agreed to Australia Being Designated a US Domestic Military Source in Law

BY PAUL GREGOIRE
 
Since PM Anthony Albanese graced San Diego with his presence to announce the details of the close to half a trillion dollar AUKUS nuclear-powered submarine deal in March, discussion over whether the federal government is eroding Australian sovereignty to the benefit of the US has raged.

This debate has been ongoing since the Joint Defence Facility Pine Gap began operating in 1970, and has been rising since the 2014 Force Posture Agreement officially established an escalating US local military presence, with ever-growing interoperability between the forces of both nations.

As AUKUS is imposed upon the public as part of a US military build-up against China, and the mainstream media posits Beijing the aggressor, it’s actually Washington vying for war in an attempt to stifle Chinese economic growth, with Australia set to blindly follow as it always has since Korea.

Indeed, our nation is increasingly becoming a US vassal state. A constant marine presence has been established, the US has access to local bases, which it can take control of at times, while the sub deal sees billions handed to the US and UK, as our allies turn the country into a frontline attack base.

READ ON 









			  
Warning AUKUS legislation cedes Australian sovereignty over military technology
Exclusive by defence correspondent Andrew Greene
 
One of America's leading figures on weapons export regulations warns Australia could "surrender any sovereignty capability" under draft laws linked to the AUKUS partnership being introduced to parliament this week. 
Key points:
1. Controversial amendments to Defence Trade Controls will be tabled in parliament on Thursday
1. The proposed legislation has alarmed the academic and scientific community
1. Defence Minister Richard Marles says the legislation will "unlock" billions in Australian exports
Defence Minister Richard Marles will on Thursday table controversial amendments to Defence Trade Controls tightening restrictions on how military technology is shared with foreigners, while exempting the United States and United Kingdom.

Provisions in the Defence Trade Controls Amendment Bill 2023 will create three new criminal offences punishable by up to 10 years in jail, while establishing an export licence-free environment that "will revolutionise trade among and between AUKUS partners".

The proposed legislation has alarmed the academic and scientific community, and now a former Pentagon official warns it is also likely to stop technology cooperation with non-AUKUS states including partners Japan, Korea, France, Germany and other NATO countries. 
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			Coming Events 
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			Organised by the No AUKUS Coalition Vic. For more information, call 0417 456 001 or 0438 547 723 0r email noaukusvic@gmail.com
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			We are excited to collaborate with the leading environmental advocates at the Australian Conservation Foundation to petition the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister to keep their promise and join the ban. Let’s make this the biggest petition on the ban treaty in Australia yet!
Labor, sign the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

SIGN HERE
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			Gem Romuld reports:
This morning 11 independent parliamentarians have issued a public call on the Prime Minister to keep Labor’s promise to sign and ratify the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, ahead of next week's Second Meeting of States Parties to the treaty on 27 November – 1 December at the United Nations in New York.
The letter, signed by Kate Chaney MP, Zoe Daniel MP, Dr. Helen Haines MP, Senator David Pocock, Dr. Monique Ryan MP, Dr. Sophie Scamps MP, Allegra Spender MP, Zali Steggall OAM MP, Senator Lidia Thorpe, Kylea Tink MP, and Andrew Wilkie MP, states that “nuclear weapons do not promote security, they undermine it" and that the signatories “urge the Government to advance its signature and ratification of the Ban Treaty without delay."
 









			Informative Articles 









			DeClassified

TARGETING PALESTINE
Australia’s secret support for the Israeli assault on Gaza, through Pine Gap.
by Peter Cronau | 3 Nov, 2023 
  
The Pine Gap US surveillance base located outside of Alice Springs in Australia is collecting an enormous range of communications and electronic intelligence from the brutal Gaza-Israel battlefield – and this data is being provided to the Israel Defence Forces. 
READ ON 









			MEMO
Middle East Monitor, November 5, 2023 
 
An alternative to the Suez Canal is central to Israel’s genocide of the Palestinians

Gaza is currently being bombed to oblivion by the deranged Israeli leader Benjamin Netanyahu who wants to deliver The Ben Gurion Canal Project. Yes, Tel Aviv already has a name for the canal which was first proposed back in the Sixties. It would connect the Gulf of Aqaba on the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea, and would even be named after the first prime minister of Israel.

Read complete article HERE 









			China is NOT a Threat – Here is Why
by Mike Lyons
The “China threat” has become entrenched in the West. However, China is not a threat - unless the West makes it one. Today, Sinophobia is the only thing that unites the waring Democrat and Republican Parties in the USA. Confronting this “common enemy” drives Americans to “rally around the Flag”.

READ ON









			Increase in Australians favouring neutrality 
Now two thirds of Australians favour neutrality
Here is Essential Research polling results 
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			Mapping the revolving door between government and the weapons industry
Undue Influence revolving door database progresses
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MICHELLE FAHY
NOV 4, 2023

Some 80 per cent of the United States’ four star generals and admirals go on to work for US weapons-making companies, it was revealed last month. US arms industry expert William Hartung also noted that with the Pentagon’s budget soaring towards US$1 trillion a year, and security challenges posed by Russia and China front and centre, an independent assessment of the best path ahead for the US was vital.

READ ON 









			Book Review 









			Review of Clinton Fernandes, Sub-Imperial Power: Australia in the International Arena, MUP 2022.
Dr Alison Broinowski

Australia is supposed to be significant internationally, yet Australians are remarkably insouciant about their country’s interface with the world. Or ignorant, or easily led, or all of these.
Under successive prime ministers, Australia has needlessly fallen out with China, our major trading partner, and we are still paying the price. Successive governments have talked up the need to defend our trade routes with China ‒ against China. Defence ministers want Australia to accumulate hostile weapons at vast expense in readiness for war, obviously against China. Australia would lose such a war.

The absurdity of all this is not lost on Professor Fernandes, a former intelligence officer who teaches International Relations at ADFA. He is well aware that Australia’s sea trade routes are not those of the United States, whose main interest in ‘defending’ them is to draw a noose around China from the Korean peninsula to India. This runs through a region they started calling the ‘Indo-Pacific’, not the ‘Asia-Pacific’, in the mid-2010s. Australia loyally did too, and ADFA and the Lowy Institute published papers about it.
READ ON 









							  
			RAPID PUBLIC RESPONSE
In the event of an imminent major military conflict, military invasion or war actually breaking out, IPAN organisations in the following states, urge everyone to rally :
 
In Melbourne, outside the State Library in Swanston St, Melbourne, from 5pm that evening- bring banners and placards - family and friends
 
In Adelaide, on Parliament Steps at 4.30 pm that evening – bring banners and placards – family and friends.
 
In Newcastle, at the Clocktower, Hamilton, 4.30pm that evening- bring banners and placards and tell family and friends 
 
In Canberra, on the median strip at the corner of London Circuit and Northbourne Ave. 

In Brisbane, at King George Square, 5 pm
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Second-hand Virginia class submarines could be sold to Australia in 2032 and 2035. (US
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L David McBride arrives at the ACT law courts this morning where protesters and supporters
had gathered in solidarity with the whistleblower. Photograph: Mike Bowers/The Guardian
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Australia's involvement in US China tensions

Nov'23

Q. In terms of the current tensions between the US and China, what do
you think Australia should do?

@ Actively support the US @ Stay as neutral as possible @ Actively support China

Total

27%

Base: All participants (n=1,150)
Our methodology,
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