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Statement by the Independent and Peaceful Australia Network concerning the war in Ukraine 









			                                 STOP THE WAR NOW !
  
We stand in solidarity with all people calling for peace in Ukraine.
  
Ceasefire, Russian troop withdrawal, negotiations
  
IPAN condemns the invasion of Ukraine by Russia, and also condemns the attacks by the Ukrainian Government on the people of Donbass.   IPAN calls for an immediate ceasefire by all parties, a withdrawal of Russian forces from Ukraine, and a de-escalation of the conflict. Negotiations must take place, leading to a peaceful solution to the present crisis. This requires an end to NATO’s expansion in Europe.
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			Ukrainian women in the ruins of her war-destroyed home









			IPAN calls on the Australian Government to support a peaceful and just resolution in Ukraine by:
1. Calling for an immediate ceasefire and a Russian military withdrawal.
1. Calling for support for the Ukrainian President’s commitment to negotiate genuine neutrality for Ukraine which would involve the USA and NATO accepting that Ukraine will not join NATO.
1. Calling for a United Nations Peacekeeping force to be formed to supervise a ceasefire.
1. Calling for a cessation of hostilities between the government of Ukraine and the people of Donbass.
1. Signing the Treaty to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) as this current crisis highlights the danger of an escalation to a nuclear conflict.
1. Pursuing an independent and peaceful Australian foreign policy.









			 Background to the current situation in Ukraine provided by IPAN 
READ ON

For complete leaflet go to:
https://ipan.org.au/stop-the-war-now-ceasefire-russian-troop-withdrawal-negotiations-2nd-march-2022/
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			     IPAN WEBINAR:  Wednesday 23rd March at 7pm AEDT 
                                Register HERE to attend

        An Alternative Defence Policy for Australia 
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			        Discussion with Dr Albert Palazzo, Dr Sue Rosen and Cameron Leckie
Current Australian defence policy is based on relying on the protection of a big power, the USA. This close relationship has drawn Australia into disastrous wars including Vietnam, Afghanistan and Iraq. Can Australia defend itself without a big power protector? Are alternative defence policies possible?

   Facilitator: Dr Sue Wareham
Dr Sue Wareham OAM is President of the Medical Association for Prevention of War. She is also Secretary of Australians for War Powers Reform.
 
Dr Albert Palazzo is an Adjunct Professor at the University of New South Wales - Canberra. Formally, he was the Director of War Studies in the Australian Army Research Centre, a part of the Australian Army Headquarters. He has written articles on alternative defence for Australia including one on armed neutrality and one on planning not to lose. His next book is on climate change and its implications for national security. He hopes his writings will encourage a re-think both within the army and in the public domain of the best defence policies for Australia in current times.
Dr Sue Rosen is an historian of 34 years experience whose company, Sue Rosen Associates, provides heritage, history and research services. In the course of her research she discovered in the NSW State Archives documents detailing the planning and implementation of government policies for total defence in the face of the anticipated Japanese invasion in 42. She discussed and reproduced these documets in her book, “Scorched Earth: Australia's secret plan for total war under Japanese invasion in World War II”. This plan involved the total population in civil and military activities and contradicts the current negative thinking that Australians cannot defend this continent without a big power protector.
Cameron Leckie served as an officer in the Australian Army for 24 years, deploying on three operations (East Timor, Solomon Islands and Sumatra after the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami). By the end of his Army career, he had come to the conclusion that the alliance with the United States was detrimental to Australia’s security, and as such should be reviewed. Since leaving the Army he has had numerous articles published on Australia’s alliance with the United States, the need for an independent defence and foreign policy and the case for war powers reform. He is a member of IPAN and an Executive Committee member of Australian’s for War Power Reform.

              REGISTER HERE to attend the Webinar
 
Facebook:HERE









			                   With acknowledgement to Pearls & Irritations, 31st January, 2022
  
Australia maintains its star-spangled manner in foreign policy
 
                                       By Bevan Ramsden 
Australia can end its subservience to the US without jeopardising ties – but it needs political courage and better management of the alliance. 
Thomas Jefferson, the third president of the United States, in his first inaugural address on March 4, 1801, called for “peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations, entangling alliances with none”.
Unfortunately, his country did not heed his words. Australia also has not heeded those words and is entangled in an alliance with a country that former prime minister Malcolm Fraser said was a dangerous ally. He also said, in his book Dangerous Allies, that Australia had become a subservient partner in that alliance, believing it desperately needed the military protection of this powerful ally and was prepared to follow that ally into illegal and morally unjustifiable wars to maintain that protection.
An independent defence policy for Australia would refute that position. And in establishing an independent foreign policy and an independent self-defence force, the alliance with the United States would need to be managed and adjustments made, including Australia acting independently in pursuit of the best interests of its people when necessary.
READ ON

  









			Call for donations to support production  and printing of the People's Inquiry Report
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			                        Letter giving details HERE

                 Donations can be made HERE 

An interim report has been released by Kellie Tranter, Chair of the Inquiry  panel .
The Final Report and recommendations based on the 281 submissions to the IPAN Inquiry will be released later this year following the Federal elections
 
                          Read Interim Report HERE 









			A submission to IPAN's People's Inquiry from Pamela Collett (ACT)
 
Australia must disassociate itself as a direct ally, always siding with the USA in  every conflict or potential conflict. We have been dragged into conflicts again  and again by the USA, in Vietnam, Afghanistan and Iraq, with negative  consequences for our own population as witnessed by the recent release of the  Brereton report regarding war crimes by Australian soldiers in Afghanistan.
 
READ COMPLETE SUBMISSION HERE 
 









			A submission to IPAN's People's Inquiry from the CICD (Melbourne)
CICD Statement in response to the IPAN inquiry which is exploring questions such as “Has our national security been damaged by our participation in conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan?” and “Should the decision to go to war in future be made by the Prime Minister alone, or by a vote of the entire Parliament?” 
CICD has a long history of 62 years of campaigning for peace, independence, Nuclear  Disarmament, Social justice and much more.  
CICD opposes conflict, violence, and global militarisation.  
It is unfortunate that we are still needing to campaign for peace and independence in the 21st Century. 

READ ON
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				The next meeting of the National Coalition against AUKUS, the nuclear subs and the march to war
will be held on 20th March 2022, at 2pm AEDT
 
This mass meeting of organisations and individual supporters  will formally establish the coalition with a title, statement of purpose, reports on state activities and consideration  of future joint actions will be held on 20th March at 2pm AEDT.
Please register for the meeting HERE
Access details will be provided in the event confirmation.









			No Quad, No War protest outside QUAD talks in Melbourne
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			"Unlike war – peace won’t the cost the Earth", talk by Dave Sweeny, Australian Conservation Council and Nuclear Free Campaigner at No Quad,No War protest outside  QUAD Meeting in Melbourne, 10th February,2022.
Details of his speech HERE 









			                                                       February 2022
                          552 have signed this statement already
  
AUKUS for War or Australians for Peace.
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			In every country, people need peace with justice, not preparations for war.
Yet in Australia, the AUKUS agreement to supply this country with nuclear-powered submarines is incompatible with peace.
Planet earth is experiencing devastation from climate change. The world’s peoples face illness and death from pandemics. Around the globe, massive social and economic inequalities guarantee misery, violence and the mass migrations of refugees.
READ ON and SIGN HERE 









			Anti-Aukus protest in Adelaide outside U.S. Chamber of Commerce lunch 
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			On 15th February, the US Chamber of Commerce in Australia (SA) held a lunch to 'sell' AUKUS military-industrial projects to interesting Adelaide warmongers. Kurt Campbell, Deputy Assistant to the President and Coordinator for Indo-Pacific Affairs, US National Security Council, was the main (virtual) speaker.  Peace groups in Adelaide help a small but loud protest outside the Convention Centre where this tasteless relish in death-dealing was held. It was noticeable how many representatives of  Adelaide's moral-free universities came along. You can be sure though they were told how shameful their blood-for-profit attendance was.
 









			East coast base for nuclear-powered subs
                        By AAP Newswire    Mar 7, 2022
 
A base for Australian and visiting nuclear-powered submarines will be set up on the east coast under a plan to be announced by Prime Minister Scott Morrison.
Mr Morrison will tell a Lowy Institute forum on Monday that defence officials have been tasked with talking to the NSW and Queensland governments on setting up the multibillion dollar base at either Brisbane, Newcastle or Port Kembla.
Fleet Base West in Western Australia will remain home to the current Collins class and future nuclear-powered submarines, given its strategic importance on the Indian Ocean.
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			MUA CONDEMNS NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION IN THE ILLAWARRA
07 MARCH 2022 
In the wake of government speculation that Port Kembla may be chosen as the site of a new nuclear submarine base on the east coast of Australia, the Maritime Union of Australia’s Southern NSW Branch reiterates its total opposition to nuclear proliferation.
The MUA has always stood for peace, internationalism and justice, and so condemns in any shape or form the proliferation of nuclear capability in any country, especially our own. This includes the development or proliferation of nuclear-powered defence vessels.
READ ON
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			Call on Government to sign the Treaty to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons at this crucial time with war raging in Ukraine

Amidst the east coast floods and the first days of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, we've seen threats to use nuclear weapons enter the fray as President Putin ordered Russia's nuclear weapons to be prepared for an increased readiness for launch. While both Russia and the US already have hundreds of nuclear weapons poised dangerously on high alert, this is a another profoundly irresponsible step towards their use.
We call on Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Foreign Minister Marise Payne to condemn the threat of use of nuclear weapons by President Putin and advocate for all nuclear-armed states to take their weapons of high alert and disarm. Further, Australia must join the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons to end our complicity with these weapons of mass destruction. Add your name to the petition now:
SIGN HERE 









			Chernobyl is now a war zone
By Dr Jim Green
The next Chernobyl scale nuclear disaster could happen in Chernobyl as the Ukraine conflict intensifies.
The invasion of Ukraine by Russia poses several nuclear threats, including the possibility of deliberate or inadvertent military strikes or cyber-strikes on nuclear facilities.
There is also the obvious difficulty of safely operating nuclear reactors in a time of war, including the impossibility of carrying out safeguards inspections. Last but not least, there remains the possibility that the conflict will escalate into nuclear warfare.
READ ON









			Peace actions around the world including Australia
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			Thousands protest in Berlin against Russia’s war in Ukraine









			They came with flags, posters, but also a lot of confidence: According to the police, well over 100,000 people have already gathered for the Berlin demonstration against the Russian invasion of Ukraine and for peace.
An alliance of trade unions, churches, initiatives, environmental protection organizations and peace groups called for the march. According to the organizers, they were hoping for 20,000 participants on the Straße des 17. Juni between the Victory Column and the Brandenburg Gate under the motto: “Stop the war. Peace for Ukraine and All Europe”.
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			Russia out of Ukraine
No to NATO Expansionism
Sydney Stop the War Rally 6th March
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			Approximately 150 people attended the Stop the War  Rally at the Sydney Town Hall om Saturday 6th March followed by a march around the city block. The main banner read Russia out of Ukraine and No to NATO expansionism
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			Eight  of us gathered outside Victorian State library handing out flyers for next Saturday’s Rally “Peace in Ukraine” ,  having discussions with people,   and handing out IPAN'S  info leaflet on Ukraine 
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			Speakers include Jeff Sparrow and John Lander : Phone David 0438 547 723
Download the attached flyer.   Link to Face book Events page  https://fb.me/e/1apzrnjqB
 
For more information send us an email  ipan.victoria1@gmail.com
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	Call To Action: No more wars! Not now, not ever again! 
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			We the people, the activists, those that care, no longer have time to wait for those in power to come to their senses. We all must act now, with utmost urgency, to protect our planet and ourselves from the destruction brought upon us by the hands of a corrupt, privileged, militarised elite, that thrives on the destruction of all the living things on this planet.  
READ ON









			Statement by the Ukrainian Pacifist Movement
 1st February 2022
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			The Ukrainian Pacifist Movement condemns the preparation of Ukraine and NATO member states for war with Russia.
We demand global de-escalation and disarmament, the dissolution of military alliances, the elimination of armies and borders that divide people.
We demand an immediate peaceful settlement of the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine, around Donetsk and Luhansk, on the basis of:
1) absolute compliance with a ceasefire by all pro-Ukrainian and pro-Russian combatants and strict adherence to the Package of measures for the Implementation of the Minsk agreements, approved by UN Security Council Resolution 2202 (2015);
2) withdrawal of all troops, cessation of all supplies of weapons and military equipment, cessation of total mobilization of the population for war, cessation of propaganda of war and hostility between civilizations in the media and social networks;
3) conducting open, inclusive and comprehensive negotiations on peace and disarmament in the format of a public dialogue between all state and non-state parties to the conflict with the participation of pro-peace civil society actors;
4) enshrining neutrality of our country by the Constitution of Ukraine;
5) guaranteeing the human right to conscientious objection to military service (including refusal to be trained for military service), in accordance with Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and paragraphs 2, 11 of the General Comment № 22 of the UN Human Rights Committee.
War is a crime against humanity. Therefore, we are determined not to support any kind of war and to strive for the removal of all causes of war.









			Rallies for Peace in Ukraine in Brisbane









			Two rallies for peace in Ukraine were held in King George Square, Brisbane on March 4th and March 6th.
The first was the Quakers silent vigil, normally held on the first Friday of the month from 4:30 pm to 6 pm. In spite of dire predictions of catastrophic rain storms, around half a dozen of us arrived to support the Quaker’s vigil, making a dozen in all.  There were several messages for the vigil summed up on posters and banners. Quakers for Peace, Australia should support the UN Nuclear Weapons Ban Treaty, No To Putin and No to NATO Negotiate Now and Remember Fukushima.
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			The 12 noon to 2 pm rally on March 6th was entirely different. This was organised and attended by members of the Ukrainian Community in Brisbane. I estimate that these numbered at least one thousand, the majority Ukrainian speakers. Ukrainian singing and orchestral works were broadcast to the assembled crowd, adding to the atmosphere of passion and anger towards Putin. The yellow and blue colours of Ukraine were displayed everywhere, on flags, clothing, pin-on ribbons and leaflets. On this Sunday there were few uninterested members of the public in King George Square. Everyone was there to support Ukraine. Posters proclaiming Putin War Criminal, Putler, Putin Needs Shootin, No War, were everywhere.
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			State capture occurs when powerful or wealthy interests interfere with decision-making, or have access to decision makers beyond that of ordinary citizens, and assume a degree of control over the rule-making process itself.
READ Complete Report HERE









			                          Canberra Times 21st February 2022 
Why it's imperative we fight 'state capture'
                                      by Kathryn Kelly
The Australian government's bugging of the Timor-Leste government in 2004 is unlikely to have been the first time the fledgling nation's leaders were spied on by Australia.
The bugging was a disgraceful act, made worse because the beneficiary was not even the Commonwealth, but two private-sector resources companies, Australia's Woodside Petroleum and US-based multinational ConocoPhillips.
READ ON 









			Obituary for Sister of Mercy and Peace and Social Activist Sister Janet Mead
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			Sister Janet Mead was well known in Adelaide for her long career as a principled questioner of all hierarchies, including her own. She died on the 26th January 2022.
READ ON









			Coming Events
International: Pax Christi: The Ukraine Crisis- Looking back, looking ahead; Ramesh Thakur and Tony Kevin. Thursday, 10th March at 7.30pm AEDT. Register via email : ahmkerr@hotmail.com

Melbourne: Peace in Ukraine: Rally against the war: 12pm AEDT ,
12th March at State Library Victoria. Speakers include Jeff Sparrow and John Lander. Download the attached flyer.   Link to Face book Events page  https://fb.me/e/1apzrnjqB
 
National  IPAN Webinar by zoom: An alternative defence policy with Dr Albert Palazzo, Sue Rosen and Cameron Leckie; Wednesday 23rd March at 7pm AEDT.
REGISTER HERE to attend the Webinar

National: Next Zoom mass meeting of the National Coalition against AUKUS, the nuclear subs and the march to war will be held on 20th March 2022 at 2pm AEDT. Register HERE

BRISBANE:  PALM SUNDAY RALLY FOR PEACE AND REFUGEES
Sunday, 10th April in King George Square 2pm.
*Free the refugees - close the camps and hotels
*Permanent Protection not poverty
*Increase the Refugee Intake
*Peace not militarism - stop the wars that create refugees









							  
			RAPID PUBLIC RESPONSE
In the event of an imminent major military conflict, military invasion or war actually breaking out, IPAN organisations in the following states, urge everyone to rally :
 
In Melbourne, outside the State Library in Swanston St, Melbourne, from 5pm that evening- bring banners and placards - family and friends
 
In Adelaide, on Parliament Steps at 4.30 pm that evening – bring banners and placards – family and friends.
 
In Newcastle, at the Clocktower, Hamilton, 4.30pm that evening- bring banners and placards and tell family and friends 
 
In Canberra, on the median strip at the corner of London Circuit and Northbourne Ave. 

In Brisbane, at King George Square, 5 pm
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Defence officials are looking at Brisbane, Newcastle or Port Kembla for a new
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Invites you to a special online event
The Ukraine Crisis
Looking back, looking ahead

‘The tragic events in Ukraine are a
salutary reminder of the precarious
state of our world, and of the
continuing risk of nudear war. How
did we et into this mess? Are we,
heading for a new Cold War? How
an we, should we respond?

Joseph Camilleri in conversation with

Ramesh Thakur Emeritus Professor, Australian National
University, former United Nations Assistant Secretary-
General, editor of 7he Nuclear Ban Treaty: 3 Transformational
Reffaming of the Globl Nuclear Order.

Tony Kevin former Australian ambassador to Poland and
Cambodia and an emeritus fellow at Australian National

Universty, author of Return to Moscow (2017), presently on a
visit to defver a lecture in Russi

A unique opportunity to hear 2nd engage with two distinguished experts
Thursday 10 March —7.30 pm AEDT

London830am  Brusselsg.30am _New Delhiz.00pm
Manilas 30 pm Auckland 9.30 pm

To Register: Email Harry Kerr ahmkerr@hotmail.com
Those registering will receive a Zoom link to access the event
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The World Bank defines state capture as “the exercise of power by private
actors to ... shape policies or implementation in service of their narrow
interests”. State capture occurs when powerful or wealthy interests interfere
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